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Keach out- fdsfe lfe.

“For we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20

CATHOLIC MISSION LAUNCHES WORLD MISSION MONTH APPEAL

Catholic Mission Australia has today (Monday September 6) launched its annual World Mission
Month Appeal, focusing on the work of the Good Shepherd Sisters in Thailand, supporting children
from vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds through the Kindergarten Centre.

“Each year the second last Sunday of October is dedicated as World Mission Sunday and this is a
formal reminder of the importance of the work of mission,” says Catholic Mission National Director,
Fr Brian Lucas.

“We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard, and our baptism calls us to be missionary
disciples. “

“Through prayer and material support we reach out to the mission churches, those that are
persecuted, fragile and lack the resources we often take for granted.”

This is why the Kindergarten Centre, run by Sr Chalaad and the Good Shepherd Sisters, is so
important.

Opened to provide care for the children of women working at the Good Shepherd Sisters Fatima
Training Centre — a skills training workshop for women from disadvantaged backgrounds - the
Kindergarten has expanded to take in local children who would otherwise miss out on crucial early
childhood education.

“We find that it’s helpful for the family, especially those who live close by to us. Most of the
children in the centre come from poor families nearby,” says Sr Chalaad.

These are families like Samorn* and her five-year old Kusa*. Samorn didn’t finish primary school
education, taking up full-time work at just 12-years old. Like every parent, Samorn wants Kusa to
succeed and have more than she did growing up.

“l want him to finish school. | want him to be able to support himself in the future,” says Samorn.

At the Kindergarten, each child is provided with a safe space to access education, health care and
nutritional meals. It also provides a foundation for children to develop positive self-worth in an
environment where they can learn and grow safely. The Kindergarten can take care of over one
hundred children.

“We can see that education is important. If the children have a chance to study or prepare well to
go to school, it will be a very good chance for them,” says Sr Chalaad.

The main objectives of the Kindergarten are to help children in difficult situations to receive age-
appropriate educational assistance, a safe space to learn and grow, and create a collaborative
relationship with families for better childcare.



“In the way that | work with the children, | can see that how children can be good people in the
future,” says Sr Chalaad.

Please consider how you can support Sister Chalaad and the Good Shepherd Sisters to ensure
they are able to continue providing this vital service, supporting children from vulnerable and
disadvantaged backgrounds. Visit catholicmission.org.au/kusa for more information.

*Name and images altered to protect identity
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Caption: Supporting Catholic Mission’s World Mission Month Appeal will help families like Samorn* and
Kusa* who otherwise would miss out on crucial early childhood education. *Name and images altered to
protect identity
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About Catholic Mission

Catholic Mission is the Australian agency of the Pontifical Mission Societies — the Catholic Church’s global organisation
dedicated to continuing Jesus Christ’'s mission in the world: that all may have life to the full. Founded in Sydney in 1847,
Catholic Mission contributes funding and project support to critical church-run initiatives in Africa, Asia, Oceania, and South
America. These include spiritual formation, pastoral care, education, health, sanitation and agricultural programs. Here in
Australia, we form people to go out and be missionary in their professional and personal lives; to pray, advocate and take
action for those on the margins. Catholic Mission has offices in 27 Australian dioceses.



